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The Gunnison and Greater Sage Grouse populations have been mapped

for decades, but only one detailed mile-by-mile native vegetation
megatransect of their habitat has ever been done, in 1997 by

Craig Carlton Dremann of the Reveg Edge, Redwood City, California.
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196-0 - Juniper
1970 - Juniper
198-0 - Juniper
1994) - luniner
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185-0 - Ag fields + CCS/CW
186-0- Desert

Salina, UT

civin e

201-1 - Oryzopsis
202-0 - Juniper

203-1 - Oryzopsis
20M4-1 - Orvzonsis

This grouse vegetation megatransect runs for 3,381 miles and recorded
what native plants and what exotic plants were growing at each post-mile
from California to South Dakota and back.



This megatransect provides on the ground conditions, that existed in 1997
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A Megatransect can provide valuable perspectives previously unavailable.

1.) Absence or presence of a native grass
and native forb understory, lists what

species were present at each mile in 1997.

2.) Do Sage Grouse require a minimum
threshold native cover to survive, and has
that cover changed since 1997 as a cause
for their decline.

3.) Has the spread of exotics such as
cheatgrass helped accelerate the decline,
with the 1997 locations noted mile-by-
mile for the various exotics encountered.
4.) Are intentionally sown exotics like
Smooth Brome and Crested wheatgrass
making major contributions in the decline
of Sage Grouse, to permanent destroy the
chick food plants and make those exotic-
sown areas unfit for their survival.

MILES SURVEYED

California 109
Nevada to Ely 334
Nevada, Ely to Utah 68
Utah 274
Colorado 542
Wyoming 605
South Dakota 56
Wyoming 605
Idaho 283
Nevada back from ID 448
California 57
TOTAL 3,381



Percentage of roadsides with native grass cover.
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Sierras = 15-mile increments Copyright © 2006




Percentage of roadsides with pristine native grasses and understories.

Bascline map from
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Craig Dremann's 1997
Roadside Megatransect

Percentage of roads with pristine grasslands
and other pristine native understories
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Percentage of roadsides sown with Crested Wheatgrass.
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Exotic grasses sown along roadsides
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Percentage of roadside sown in Smooth Brome.
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North America’s Sagebrush/Grassland Ecosystem--the mile-by-mile record of the severely cow and sheep-chewed damages
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in 1997, what species were seen, plus the locations of the few remaining pristine grasslands and their extents.

Photos and text Copyright © 2022 by Craig Dremann, The Reveg Edge,
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